IOWA HIGH SCHOOL HOCKEY LEAGUE STATE TOURNAMENT PREVIEW

Mohawks not lacking confidence,
enter tournament seeded second

By JARED PATTERSON
Of The Globe Gazette

MASON CITY — Seniors
Jacob Bushbaum and Zach Buss
had a bad feeling in their stom-
achs.

Any confidence the Mason City
Hockey Club had was gone.

Winning a state title was also
put on the back

urner.

“I was thinking
we weren't very
good,” Bushbaum
said about a 7-1
loss to the Des
Moines Capitals
on Dec. 5.

But that game,
according to
Bushbaum and
Buss, was the
turning point in Mason City’s
season.

The Mohawks beat the Capi-
tals 12 days later on their way to
claiming the No. 2 seed for the

Bushbaum

Towa High School Hockey League
state tournament that begins
Friday in Shawnee, Kan.

“I think our younger guys just
started realizing their roles,”
said Buss, who is third on the
team with 33 points. “Now, if we
play our best, we can beat any-
body”

y:

Mason City (22-4-3-1) begins
the tournament
against seventh-
seeded Lincoln
(10-17-2-1) at
6:45 p.m.

The Mohawks
beat the Jr. Stars
three times in the
regular season, 4-
2,7-3and 2-1.

“ just want to
beat Lincoln,
we're not worried
about anybody else,” Mason City
coach Mark Hicks said.

If the Mohawks can get by the
Jr. Stars, they will likely meet
the third-seeded Des Moines Oak

Leafs in the semifinals.

The Oak Leafs beat the
Mohawks in two of three meet-
ing, one of which came in over-
time. Mason City’s win was an 8-
2 triumph on Feb. 4.

“If we can get those
we are going to have
dence going into the champi-
onship game.” Buss said.

Last season, the Mohawks lost
6-3 in the championship game to
the Des Moines Capitals.

Mason City’s last champi-
onship came in the 1997 season
when the Mohawks beat the
Omaha Jr. Lancers 3-2.

“If we play the way we can,
we'll win it,” Hicks said. “I'm
sure there are seven other
teams saying that, but I believe
it”

first two,
me confi-

And everybody on the Mason
City roster believes it as well.

“The last few years have been
really tough,” forward Gilberto
Solivan said, “We are due for a
state championship.”
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THIS WEEKEND’S SCHEDULE
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No. Name Ht. WL Pos. Yr. School
AT e ey 510 A G P e, Game 1— No. 1 DM Capitals vs. No. 8 KC Jr. Outlaws, noon
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ORI DGy CPRCRCT Game 3 — No. 4 Omaha Jr. Lancers vs. No. 5 Sioux City Metros, 4:30
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15 60 175 F St MC Game 6 — Loser Game 4 vs. Loser Game 2, 11:15am.
16 Dylan Fix 56 135 F  Fr Newman Semifinals
e ——— Game 7 — Winner Game 1 vs. Winner Game 3, 1:30
19 NiisBerggren  5-11 160 F So MG (Game 8 — Winner Game 4 vs. Winner Game 2, 3:45
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g N Game 12— Winner Game 7 vs. Winner Game 8, 345 (il game)
3 SamWeter 57 13 F J MC
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1 Sovnmma S0 15 b £ ME PATTERSON'S PREDICTION
4 Baiow 510 180 D St MC.
p mm 60 18 D S MC What two teams have the best chance?
g mm’:“ :4'1 g: ; :ﬁ If the Mohawks and Oak Leafs win their opening
games, the winner of that game will knock off the
S ———— 2 Capitals in Sunday's championship game.




